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THE QUALITY AND VALUE OF A SAPPHIRE DEPENDS ON 
THE COMBINATION OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

GAC, NGTC, GJPCT, TGJTA RESERVES ALL RIGHTS.

Color originates in the mind of the observer, making it a matter 
of personal reference.
Sapphires vary in color depending mainly upon their titanium 
and iron content. Therefore, sapphires from different countries* 
and mines have different predominant colors. 
Primarily blue, sapphires range from dark and purplish shades 
to greenish and yellowish ones. 
A natural color will always have a greater value than an equivalent color obtained by heating or other processes.
Below are illustrations of a master set for sapphire color grading, showcasing blue shades.

A sapphire's weight is measured in carats. 5 carats = 1 gram. 
Being equal, the greater the carat weight, the rarer the sapphire 
and therefore greater its value. 
Illustrated below is the approximate appearance of a well cut oval
shaped sapphire for a given carat weight included in the Gemports.

Sapphire’s origin significantly influences its value and desirability. Some mines are preferred, even within the same country. 
Ask for the origin of the sapphire before you purchase however keep in mind that your final judgement should be 
based on your own criteria and purpose. Concentrate of the “merits”  and "characteristics" of the sapphire with view 
to its physical and optical and individual beauty of the stone.
The reference prices indicate sapphires from Sri Lanka (Ceylon) and other localities, respectively.

Sapphires are often treated to enhance its color and clarity for improving its value and appearance. 
Inquire about treatments like heating, irradiation, oiling, dying, fracture filling or any combination of processes for 
the sapphire you're interested in. 
Seek guidance from a reputable expert. Natural, untreated sapphires command higher appreciation and are 
more expensive. However, some traditional treatments, like heating for sapphires, are acceptable.

* Main countries where sapphires are mined: Afghanistan, Cambodia, China, India, Kenya, Madagascar, Myanmar (Burma), Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka (Ceylon), Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand (Siam), Vietnam, and Mozambique.

Inks and paper are subject to aging and differences in printing techniques. Therefore, these colors shall not be used for color references.

The clarity of a sapphire is evaluated based on the number, size and position of inclusions which are natural materials 
present in the stone. They reflect its fascinating geological aspects. There maybe presence of fissures, fractures, and 
cavities, impacting the sapphire’s appearance both internally and externally.
The clarity of sapphires is classified into four levels to account for differences: 
excellently clean(C1), very clean (C2), clean (C3), and ordinary (C4).

Brilliance in a cut sapphire refers to how much light the gem reflects from inside. When you rotate the stone, you might 
notice a flicker  phenomenon caused by the reflection or internal reflection of light within the sapphire. This play of light, 
especially visible from the crown, adds to the gem's beauty and overall appeal.
The brilliance of sapphires is classified into four levels based on the proportion 
of brilliance to the crown area and the brightness of the brilliance: 
excellent (B1), very good (B2), good (B3), and ordinary (B4).

Cut refers to how well angles, proportions, symmetry, and polish are handled in sapphires, impacting light reflection 
and brilliance. Various shapes are crafted to maximize the beauty from the natural rough, as illustrated below.
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